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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants wish to bring the following items to 
the attention of the Examiner. Copies of the documents are 
enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

No representation is made, and no representation is 
intended, that more relevant material does not exist, or that the 
order of presentation of this material in any way reflects its 
relative pertinence. The references cited below are not intended 
to constitute an admission of any kind. Specifically, this 
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presentation is not an admission that the items listed below are 
properly citable against the above-identified application. 

(1) Miyatake et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,241,575, issued 
August 31, 1993; 

(2) Takada et al, U.S. Patent No. 4,973,833, issued 
November 27, 1990; and 

(3) Japanese Unexamined Patent Application No. (A) 
3-192764, published August 22, 1991. 

Reference (1) is a corresponding U.S. Patent of reference 



Applicants consider the invention to be distinguishable 
over the above-cited documents. 

As this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
concurrently with the application, no fee is incurred. However, 
if it should be determined that a fee is required, please charge 
any required fee (other than the issue fee) during the pendency 
of this application to Sidley & Austin's Deposit Account No. 18- 
1260. Please credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18- 
1260. 
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717 North Harwood 
Suite 3400 

Dallas, Texas 75201-6507 
(214) 981-3328 (direct) 
(214) 981-3300 (main) 

January 31, 2001 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
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3-192764 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 
Considered 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with the next communication to applicant. 



